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and state and municipal police depart-
ments in modetn criminal investiga-
tion. When the general public thinks

of “archaeology,” they correctly think

of our work as a way to understand

the human past. Though our research
interest is in the cultural past, the same
techniques and methods of excavation
and identification of human skeletal
remains we are trained to uncover and
examine are applicable to law enforce-
ment cases. Over the years, we have
been pleased to provide our assistance in
the recovery of buried victims, the iden-
tification of human skeletal remains that
have been affected by construction and
other earth-moving activities, and from
the result of criminal behavior. We are
not trained in law enforcement and we
rely on the professional police investiga-
tors to control the scene and gather the
evidence they need to prosecute their
cases. We can, however, provide the
technical archaeological and anthropo-
logical expertise to assist their important
and difficult work.

While OSA staff has not grown
with all these initiatives, we have
received great support from the staff
and resousces at our State Museum
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of Natural Hisiory, the archaeological
community, and the non-profit Friends
of the Office of State Archaeology
{FOSA), which has been an invaluable
volunteer and financial support network
for OSA. People have often referred 1o
our office as a2 “one man band,” but this
is far from the truth. Without FOSA,
the State Museum of Narural History
and Archaeology Center, and the people
of the state of Connecticut, we could
never have accomplished any of the ini-
tiatives we have. Tt is truly humbling to
think about the dedication and support
that has been given to our office. It is an
important and significant gift.
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