April 20, 2015

OFFICIALS AND STAKEHOLDERS 'STAND UP' FOR CONNECTICUT'S

TRANSPORTATION FUTURE
APTA ‘Stand Up For Transportation’ Event In Hartford Is A Success, Underscores
State’s Unique Position To Make Historic Investment In Transit And Highways

(HARTFORD, CT) - On April 9th, a crowd of more than 300 gathered at Hartford’s Union Station
as part of the American Public Transportation Association’s (APTA) national “Stand Up for
Transportation Day”. Using Connecticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy’s 30-year vision to shape
the state’s transportation future - “Let’s Go CT!” - as a backdrop, rally participants ranging from
elected officials and transportation and environmental advocates to transit customers,
organized labor and construction industry professionals, stood together to call on Congress to
pass a long-term surface transportation funding bill before it expires on May 31, 2015.
Governor Malloy was joined at the event by U.S. Senator Chris Murphy, U.S. Representative
Elizabeth Esty, Connecticut Association for Community Transportation Director Mary
Tomolonius, Transit for Connecticut Coordinator Karen Burnaska, Connecticut Fund for the
Environment President Donald Strait, Connecticut Construction Industry Association President
Don Shubert, and Greater Bridgeport Transit General Manager/CEO Doug Holcomb.

Signed into law in 2012, the current federal surface transportation bill, Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), authorizes the funds that the Connecticut
Department of Transportation (ConnDOT) and other transportation agencies around the
country use to support investments in maintaining and improving highway and public
transportation systems. While Congress does continue to extend temporary funding solutions,
the short-term nature of the extensions to MAP-21 make it difficult for state transportation
departments and transit agencies to address long-term funding challenges - a point that was
hammered home at the rally.

At the Hartford rally, ConnDOT Commissioner James Redeker emphasized that successfully
implementing “Let’s Go CT!” will require a more long-term commitment of federal funding
than provided by the short-term extensions of MAP-21. Commissioner Redeker said that the
lack of a consistent funding source at the federal level not only creates uncertainty at the state
level, but also constrains state transportation budgets to short-term planning and prevents
states from adequately maintaining or strategically investing in their existing infrastructure and
building for the future.

If there is one message that underscored the call to action at the Hartford rally it is that
Connecticut can no longer afford to continue down the path of delaying investments in
substantive and comprehensive upgrades to the state’s roads, bridges and transit networks.
Simply put, the time to invest in Connecticut’s transportation future is now. That is why “Let’s



Go CT!" includes a budget that immediately implements a 5-year ramp-up of the 30-year
transportation infrastructure program, dealing with everything from improving highway
conditions, roadway safety and transit service to fostering economic competitiveness and job
creation, environmental health, and quality of life for residents.

“Let’s Go CT!” calls for a complete re-evaluation of bus services in Connecticut with the
ultimate goal of increasing bus service availability in urbanized areas by 25 percent. Over 30
years, “Let’s Go CT!” provides $2.8 billion to deliver new and renewed vehicles and
maintenance facilities, offer high quality customer service, extend coverage areas and
connection services between cities, and capitalize on the value of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
throughout the state.

One such project is the on-time and under budget completion of the state’s first Bus Rapid
Transit system, CTfastrak, which commenced service last month with a ribbon-cutting attended
by Acting Federal Transit Administrator Therese McMillan. Described by Commissioner Redeker
as the start of a “new generation of public transit” for the state, CTfastrak reported a daily
average of about 10,300 riders for the first week of service. While initial ridership well-
exceeded ConnDOT’s expectations for the new BRT system, CTfastrak ridership goals going
forward are to reach an average of 11,000 daily riders by the end of 2015 and 16,000 by 2030.

Despite funding hurdles at the federal level, Connecticut will move ahead with a combination of
transformative and ambitious statewide and corridor projects like CTfastrak. With ConnDOT
leading the charge, “Let’s Go CT!” presents an opportunity like never before and serves as a
blueprint for Connecticut to leave behind short-sighted, corrective investments and move
ahead with a 30-year vision to deliver a first-class, modern, multimodal transportation system
that will drive forward progress and lead the nation for generations to come.
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